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house will in the next drop so lightly as to touch your watch-
glass on the anvil without breaking it.

The Soviet Union needed lathes, steam hammers, forges,
presses, guillotines, saws, a vast variety of precision tools.

The Soviet Union was bound, therefore, if it hoped to
survive at all, to create a machine-building industry, and
to distribute that industry far and wide throughout the
Union. To do this it must pi oduce and train its own expert
technical staff. That in itself was a colossal task and
possessed many ramifications. It demanded the provision
of schools, colleges, and technical institutes, manned by
skilled teachers. It demanded the switch over to machine-
mindedness of a people unacquainted even with the most
elementary forms of machine construction. It demanded
the development of discipline and emulation, and many
other qualities of character.

The Soviet Union has achieved its colossal task in the
brief space of one and twenty years, and today there is
scarcely a single needed machine which it cannot produce
at home. New branches of machine construction open
daily.

(i)

Earliest and most pressing of the mechanical needs of
the Union was that of a mechanized agricultural industry,
and it is in the production of agricultural machinery that
achievement is greatest and most dramatic. This least-
mechanized sixth of the eaith has sprung at a bound, as it
were, into the foremost rank of mechanized lands. Soviet
Russia produces more agricultural machinery than any
country in the world, not even excluding the United States
of America. The land which yesterday bought her scythes
in Austria, today makes more agricultural tractors and
combine harvesters than any country in the world.

Italy possesses 18,000 tractors, Germany 30,000. The
Soviet people possess 558,600 tractors, and they are home-
built and made to meet all needs. The Chelyabinsk factory
produces 40,000 machines a year.

In production of combine harvesters, the Soviet Union
leads the world, both in quantity and quality. One after-